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I. Formulated in accordance with Tai Hui Zong Er Zi Nos. 1010050820 and 1010079855A letters of the National Science and Technology Council (NSTC) on July 30, 2012, and Shi Da Yan Tui Zi No. 1010008325 of the National Taiwan Normal University (hereinafter referred to as “the University”) on April 30, 2012.
II. The University formulated supporting measures in accordance with the regulations announced by the NSTC, a summary of which is as follows:
A. To reinforce the management of budgeting and progress reporting (including the midterm progress report, final report, and overseas travel report) practices of NSTC research projects, the NSTC stated in a letter dated December 6, 2012, that principal investigators failing to complete project closure will not be eligible for future research project grants and may be subjected to penalties depending on the severity of such delays. The University’s percentage of administrative fees for subsidized projects in the following year shall be reduced accordingly, and the administrative fees for individual projects shall be paid in part or in full.
B. According to the operational guidelines for NSTC research projects and budgeting principles, if fictitious or abusive claims are verified to be true by the NSTC, the NSTC shall recover the research funding in part or in full, as well as any administrative fees paid to the institution (ranging from one to three times the fictitious or abusive claims), depending on the severity of the offense.
III. The University has disclosed the following management measures regarding project closure, budget reporting, and management mechanisms:
A. Project closure
1. Progress report submission: For the majority of research projects executed between August 1 and July 31 the following year, the Office of Research and Development stipulates the time for submitting the midterm progress report (two months before project conclusion), final report, and overseas travel report (within three months of project conclusion), notifies the principal investigators of the various units by letter to submit the reports online, and forwards any reminders sent by the NSTC to their respective units and principal investigators.
2. Grant report: To protect the University’s interests and ensure the eligibility of principal investigators to apply for NSTC research projects, each principal investigator should complete all budget claims within three months after the end of the project execution period, and no claims shall be accepted five months after the end of the execution period. Principal investigators are requested to promptly process all budget claims through the NSTC online system and to attach the Budget Statement and Budget Change Report to help the University process the grant report with the NSTC by letter.
B. Budget reporting
1. The University shall organize annual briefings on research project operations to enhance the knowledge of relevant rules among instructors and research assistants.
2. Project budget reporting must comply with relevant NSTC and government regulations.
C. Management mechanisms: In the event of an instructor’s failure to complete project closure or submission of fictitious vouchers for budget claims, which may result in the NSTC recovering and deducting funding from subsequent project budgets of the University, the University shall implement the following measures:
1. The respective instructors will be ineligible to apply for subsidies and awards provided by the Office of Research and Development for three years, beginning from the year in which the University is asked to pay back or has its project budgets (including administrative fees) deducted.
2. Instructors who fail to process claims in accordance with the relevant procurement regulations of the University will be ineligible to apply for subsidies and awards provided by the Office of Research and Development for one year, depending on the severity of the offense.
3. The respective instructors shall be responsible for repaying the University any subsidies (including administrative fees) recovered or deducted by the NSTC in accordance with relevant procedures.
IV. The University has updated the NTNU Operating Procedures on NSTC research projects to inform all staff and instructors of relevant information. Please refer to the Office of Research and Development website/SOP/Faculty Research Projects to download the updated procedures.
Appendix: Tai Hui Zong Er Zi No. 1010079855A letter issued by the NSTC on December 6, 2012, titled “Budgeting and Progress Reporting Policy for NSTC Research Projects”
Appendix
Progress Reporting Policy (Including the Midterm Progress Report, Final Report, and Overseas Travel Report) for NSTC Research Projects
Tai Hui Zong Er Zi No. 1010079855A letter dated December 6, 2012
Final report and overseas travel report
I. In compliance with Article 19 of the Operation Guidelines for NSTC Research Project Grants, the applicant institution is responsible for supervising principal investigators to ensure that they submit electronic copies of required documents, such as their research finding reports and overseas travel reports, within 3 months of project conclusion on the NSTC website.
II. Principal investigators who fail to comply with relevant regulations to complete their grant reports or submit their research reports will be subject to the following penalties, depending on the severity of the offense:
A. They will no longer be eligible for future project grants before project closure.
B. 50% of the administrative fees paid to the executing institution shall be recovered from projects whose closure has been overdue for more than 6 months.
C. 100% of the administrative fees paid to the executing institution shall be recovered from projects whose closure has been overdue for more than 1 year. Additionally, the NSTC shall deduct the following subsidies from subsequent disbursements for ongoing projects that are overdue for closure:
1. Failure to submit final reports: Cancelation of all budgets granted for the ongoing project
2. Failure to submit overseas travel reports: Deduction of the allowance amount for unreported trips
D. If the executing institution remains unable to complete closure for outstanding projects, the NSTC may reduce the amount of administrative fees for scheduled projects the following year.
Midterm progress reports for multiyear projects
I. In compliance with Article 13-3 of the Operation Guidelines for NSTC Research Project Grants, principal investigators shall submit midterm progress reports through the NSTC website 2 months before the annual deadline.
II. Automatic reminders shall be issued to principal investigators who have not yet submitted midterm progress reports within 2 months before the annual deadline.
III. Automatic reminders shall be issued to principal investigators and the executing institution if midterm progress reports are still not submitted within 1 month before the annual deadline. The executing institution may receive an official letter to urge report submission.
IV. The following are the penalties applicable following notification from the NSTC for overdue reports:
A. Multiyear projects in the new system (projects assigned a unique serial number for the entire course of execution): Principal investigators who submit their midterm progress reports before the annual deadline may be notified to make claims for the following year. However, those who fail to submit their reports by the annual deadline may have their projects terminated by the NSTC at any time.
B. Multiyear projects in the old system (projects assigned a different serial number on an annual basis for the entire course of execution): Principal investigators who submit their midterm progress reports before the annual deadline may be notified to make claims for the following year, subject to approval. Those who do not submit their reports by the annual deadline may start executing the subsequent year project only from the first calendar day of the month following submission. Those who do not submit their reports even after receiving a notification from the NSTC shall not receive approval for the subsequent year project, and the NSTC may cancel the project for the following year(s) at any time. 
C. Principal investigators of multiyear projects who submit their progress reports after the annual deadline cannot request retrospective approval (notification) for the subsequent year project unless supported by valid reasons, subject to approval by the NSTC on a case-by-case basis. Administrative fees shall be reduced in accordance with the number of months the reports were overdue.
V. For extended projects in the old system, the deadline for submitting midterm progress reports remains the same as that for the originally approved execution period.
Budgeting Reporting Policy for NSTC Research Projects
Tai Hui Zong Er Zi No. 1010079855A letter dated December 6, 2012
I. In compliance with Article 18 of the Operation Guidelines for NSTC Research Project Grants, Article 10 of the NSTC Principles for Handling Research Project Grants, and relevant regulations, the applicant institution must complete its grant report within 3 months of the conclusion of its research projects.
II. Principal investigators who fail to comply with relevant regulations to complete their grant reports or submit their research reports shall be subject to the following penalties, depending on the severity of the offense:
A. They shall no longer be eligible for future project grants before project closure.
B. 50% of the administrative fees paid to the executing institution shall be recovered from projects whose closure has been overdue for more than 6 months.
C. 100% of the administrative fees paid to the executing institution shall be recovered from projects whose closure has been overdue for more than 1 year. Additionally, the NSTC shall deduct the following subsidies from subsequent disbursements for ongoing projects that are overdue for closure: 
1. Failure to submit grant reports: Cancelation of all budgets granted for the ongoing project
2. Submitted grant reports: Deduction of unapproved budget portions for the ongoing project
D. If the executing institution remains unable to complete closure for outstanding projects, the NSTC may reduce the amount of administrative fees for scheduled projects the following year.
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